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REVIEWS.
The Diseases of the Heart and of the Aorta. By Thomas Hayden, F.K.Q.C.P., etc. Dublin: 1875. Pp.1232.
Fur the last ten years Dr Hajden has been favourably known to the profession by his many excellent contributions to our knowledge of the diseases of the heart and aorta, and the present voluminous work is a monument of his painstaking and laborious research into the literature of the subject, forming a complete repertorium of almost every known fact as to the anatomy, physiology, and diseases of the heart and aorta from the time of Vesalius quite down to the present day. In this respect it is perhaps the most important work ever published, and one which cannot but be extremely useful to the student interested in the subject of which it treats, as in its pages they will find a reference to the discovery of almost every known fact, and a record of every opinion on any subject connected with the heart, of every physician or of every physiologist from Senae and Haller down to Hayden and Pettigrew, modern German literature being, however, but sparingly alluded to.
However valuable for the advanced student of medicine, it is, however,hardly a work to put into the hands of a tyro,or even into those of a busy practitioner; it is far too wordy, dilute, and indefinite for either of these. They do not want to read five-and-twenty pages, and study sixteen complicated diagrams, to ascertain what is the probable-sequence of events in a cardiac pulsation; they must be taught simplicitcr what is the most advanced and probably the most correct view?that of to-day; and it is only after a man has thoroughly mastered this that he begins to take an interest in the views of his predecessors, and in the development of the subject. But 
